
What, When, How, and Whys of Open 

Burning and Burn Permits 

OPEN BURNING 
T I T T A B A W A S S E E  T O W N S H I P  

Agricultural Burning 

A permit is needed if you are burning road shoulders, land clearing, clearing Garden 

Plots, and Tree Clippings from trimming Tree Lines and Hedge Rows. 

Residential Burning 

What is Open Burning? Kindling or maintaining a fire where the products of combustion are 

emitted directly into the ambient air without passing through a stack or a chimney. This in-

cludes burning in a burn barrel, open fire pit, fire rings, or simply a pile of debris in the back 

yard.  

Open Burning in Tittabawassee Township can only be permitted with prior approval. Re-

strictions may apply based on weather, location of burning, and products intended to burn.  

Recreational Fire is an outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the fuel be-

ing burned is not in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbeque 

grill or barbeque pit and has a total fuel area of 3 feet (914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet 

(610 mm) or less in height for pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmth or similar 

purposes.   

A recreational fire that is in an approved closed container that is no larger than 3 feet in di-

ameter may be conducted without a permit and must be located at least 25 feet from any 

structure or combustible material such as fences, outbuilding, porches, decks, and rubbish.  

Any other fire that is not in an approved container and in an open fire pit or fire ring as an ex-

ample must be located at least 50 feet from any structure or combustible material and a burn 

permit must be requested.  

Burning of Grass Clippings and Leaves 

Since 1995, solid waste regulations have prohibited the open burning of grass clippings and 

leaves in Michigan municipalities with a population of 7500 or more. Since the year 2000, Tit-

tabawassee Township has had a population over 7,500 residence. This prohibits the burning 

of leaves and grass clippings in Tittabawassee Township.  
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Burning of Building Materials 

Air quality and solid waste regulations prohibit open burning of construction and demolition 

waste. Chemically treated lumber, as well as synthetic and painted building materials, con-

tain high concentrations of hazardous compounds that produce toxic emissions when burned. 

Items included in this but not limited to are any type of dimensional lumber, pallets, wooden 

crates, household furniture, cabinets,  old sheds, decking, ect.  

Yard Waste 

The burning of yard waste such as leaves, grass clippings, pine needles, shrubs, stumps, 

trees, and large limbs are not permitted to be burned in populated areas. It is highly recom-

mended to use the Curb Side Yard Waste Pickup every Wednesday April 1st thru November 

30th. See the Mid Michigan Waste Authority’s Web Site for updated information.  

For any further Questions, 

Please contact the Tittabawassee Township Fire Department at  

(989) 695-9768 or email : firedpt@tittabawassee.org 

Further  updated information can be found in the Township Quarterly Newsletter, 

 Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter 

Commercial Property or Land Clearing 

Commercial Property Owners are not allowed to have any Open Burning for any reason. 

Proper waste disposal practices shall be conducted by the use of Dumpsters and other means 

of commercial disposal services.  

Lawn Care Services are not allowed to Open Burn any type of materials. Composting is permit-

ted and other type of approved disposal. 

Burning of Debris for the purpose of Land Clearing is prohibited. Commercial disposal is 

highly recommended.  



No Burning Area’s 

Below is a map of areas that Open Burning is not allowed. If you have any questions related to 

this map or for any Open Burning Question, please contact the Fire Department at email: 

firedpt@tittabawassee.org or by calling (989) 695-9768 Monday thru Friday 6:30 a.m. to 4 

p.m. 


